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DRAFT

SUMMARY

Urges Congress to refrain from imposing mandates on states and to allow
State of Oregon to freely exercise sovereignty granted to it under Tenth
Amendment of Constitution of United States.

JOINT MEMORIAL

To the Senate and the House of Representatives of the United States of
America, in Congress assembled:

We, your memorialists, the Seventy-fifth Legislative Assembly of the State
of Oregon, in legislative session assembled, respectfully represent as follows:

Whereas the Tenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States
provides, “The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitu-
tion, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respec-
tively, or to the people”; and

Whereas the Tenth Amendment defines the total scope of federal power
as being that specifically granted by the Constitution of the United States
and no more; and

Whereas the scope of power defined by the Tenth Amendment means that
the federal government was created by the states specifically to be an agent
of the states; and

Whereas in 2009, the states are instead treated as agents of the federal
government; and

Whereas many federal mandates are imposed by the federal government
in direct violation of the Tenth Amendment; and

Whereas the United States Supreme Court has ruled in New York v.
United States, 505 U.S. 144, 175 (1992), that Congress may not simply
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